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Aneurysm Diameter The absence of a disease-specific questionnaire for
use in patients with lower limb ischaemia led us toSir,
develop the “Vascuqol” at Kings’ College Hospital.In their recent article,1 Aarts et al. make the following
We followed methodology set out by Guyatt2 for thisreference to our previous work:2 “As described by
task and following item selection and reduction pro-Lederle et al., the variability for measuring aneurysm
duced a questionnaire that was tested for validity,diameters is decreased by using electronic calipers and
reliability and responsiveness alongside the SF-36.a magnifying glass”. This statement is included in
Each item in the Vascuqol is answered using a sevensupport of their conclusion that “measurements on
point Likert scale. We demonstrated that the King’shard copy are not accurate enough for sizing in TPEG”.
Vascuqol was more reliable and more responsive toIn fact, our study used mechanical calipers and a
change in patients with lower limb ischaemia com-magnifying glass on hard copy CT scans mailed from
pared to the SF-36.3 However, the King’s Vascuqol (inmultiple centres, with measurements made against the
common with any disease specific instrument) shouldscale provided on the film. The intraobserver vari-
be used in addition to generic quality of life measures.ability of our method appears to be comparable to the
The Walking Impairment Questionnaire (WIQ) de-electronic calipers method tested by Aarts et al., and
veloped by Hiatt and Regenstiener was mentioned asbetter than the “ruler and hard copy” method they
an example of a disease specific instrument. It shouldstudied. Retrospective measurement studies using
be made clear that the WIQ is a functional scale andarchived CT scans are much more readily conducted
does not measure quality of life. The Vascuqol alsothan studies requiring digital CT data available on a
avoids the criticism rightly made of the WIQ, in thatworkstation, and our data suggest that archival studies
the patients’ estimate of walking distance was not used;can be done without loss of accuracy.
rather we asked for the patients’ own perception of
whether they could walk further (or less) than before.F. A. Lederle
True validation of the Vascuqol will come with use.Minneapolis, U.S.A.
At present it is being administered alongside the SF-
36 in the Bypass versus Angioplasty in the SevereReferences
Ischaemia of the Leg (BASIL) study, a multicentre UK
1 Aarts NJM, Schurink GWH, Schultze Kool LJ et al. Abdominal trial co-ordinated by Professor A. Bradbury.
aortic aneurysm measurements for endovascular repair: intra- It is available for international use, and has so farand interobserver variability of CT measurements. Eur J Vasc
Endovasc Surg 1999; 18: 475–480. been formally translated into Dutch, French, German,
2 Lederle FA, Wilson SE, Johnson GR et al. for the Abdominal Italian, Swedish, Canadian French, as well as U.S. and
Aortic Aneurysm Detection and Management Veterans Ad-
Canadian English.4ministration Cooperative Study Group. Variability in measure-
ment of abdominal aortic aneurysms. J Vasc Surg 1995; 21: 945–952. The final paragraph states that a patient assessed
measure of health outcome that quantifies the impact
of intermittent claudication on aspects of health and
Health Outcomes well being is needed. Such an instrument already
exists. The King’s Vascuqol was developed with thisSir,
aim in mind and is available for use.We read with interest the editorial regarding patient-
assessed health outcomes in peripheral arterial dis- M. B. F. Morgan,
ease.1 We agree that quality of life measurement in S. C. A. Fraser
addition to traditional measures of clinical ex- London, U.K.,
amination, blood pressure indices, graft patency, limb and A. Bradbury
salvage and patient survival should be accepted as Birmingham, U.K.
best practice.
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